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Austrian SDG-awarded Orange Feather Initiative 
Workshop: Engaging in Global initiatives
related to relational cultures: social climate acts

What matters in relational cultures, what global concerns are urgently needed to be maintained?

Introductory insights
Violence is one of the leading causes of death and disability among young people in Europe. Over 10,000 15-29 year old Europeans lose their lives to violence each year (World Health Organization, 2008) and far more suffer physical, emotional, psychological or social harm due to involvement in, witnessing or fearing violence. Violence can affect every aspect of young people's lives, hampering their prospects for education, employment and health, and reducing their ability to form healthy personal and social relationships. Preventing youth violence is a critical aspect in meeting a wide range of youth, social, family, health and employment policies. More widely, high levels of youth and other forms of violence can form barriers to economic investment in areas.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Source: https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/youth-violence ] 


Have you experienced violence in your family, school, by friends, relatives, via media …?
Discuss with students and colleagues, 

Climate change and slow environmental degradation exacerbate the risks of violence against women and girls due to displacement, resource scarcity and food insecurity and disruption to service provision for survivors. According to United Nations Women, in 2022, around 48,800 women and girls worldwide were killed by their intimate partners or other family members. This means that, on average, more than five women or girls are killed every hour by someone in their own family.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Source: https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-and-figures#83916 ] 

According to OECD, following raising global concerns related to relational and structural violence has been summarized as following:
Despite better legal protections, girl child marriage remains far from eradicated. Multiple and simultaneous shocks – COVID-19, climate change, global food crisis, etc. – together with persisting discriminatory informal laws put millions of girls at risk of early and forced marriage.
Violence against women and girls remains a global pandemic. In 2023, nearly one in three women has experienced intimate-partner violence at least once in her lifetime; and one in ten has survived it over the last year. 
Globally, the gender gap in labour force participation stands at 25 percentage points. 
With 27% of members of parliament who are women in 2023, women’s and girls’ agency in the public sphere is improving, but slowly. At the current pace, it will take at least 40 years to reach parity in national parliaments. Progress has been substantially driven by gender political quotas, particularly in a context where social norms and stereotypes of women’s ability to be political leaders continue to limit their agency and opportunity to be elected in parliaments.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Source: https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/4607b7c7-en/1/3/2/index.html?itemId=/content/publication/4607b7c7-en&_csp_=a6be4df33c99961512705b97977ea566&itemIGO=oecd&itemContentType=book#:~:text=In%202023%2C%20nearly%20one%20in,it%20over%20the%20last%20year. ] 

The European Union and the United Nations has provided official legal documents, established rules, and implemented policies related to gender issues, spotlighting equality by all means, as declared in the Universal Human Rights Declaration. ´All EU Member States have endorsed the main human rights instruments, which oblige them to combat violence against women as a human rights violation, and as a specific gender-related form of violence linked to the discrimination of women. This implies an obligation on the Member States to end impunity and prohibit all violence, to take measures to prevent it, to provide adequate protection to survivors, and ensure redress. The EU supports increased protection of women through soft law (communications, recommendations, etc.), providing guiding principles, exchange of best practices, and capacity building (for example through the Daphne Programme).
The first legally binding instrument that "creates a comprehensive legal framework and approach to combat violence against women" and is focussed on preventing domestic violence, protecting victims and prosecuting accused offenders is the Istanbul Convention, a human rights treaty of the Council of Europe opposing violence against women and domestic violence. 
Some decades ago, in 1979 the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The United Nations World Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna, presented the Vienna Declaration and Programme for Action also called for the appointment of a Special Rapporteur on violence against women and contributed to the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, adopted by the UN General Assembly in December 1993 through Resolution 48/104. The Declaration is the first international instrument that solely concerns violence against women. Finally, on 7th February 2000, the United Nations General Assembly adopts Resolution 54/134, officially designating 25 November as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women and inviting governments, international organizations as well as NGOs to join together and organize activities designed to raise public awareness of the issue every year on that date.

How is youth engaged in maintaining the current and preventing further gender-based discrimination and diverse forms of violence?
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Tasks for engagement:
Discuss about forms of experienced/existing violence in your school, daily life, local community, on the global scale. What matters mostly for you and why?
How can you get supported if you are affected by any form of violence?
How are relational cultures regulated at your school? How is violence determined and by what forms, what are the consequences by violent acts in your family/school/local community?
How is the prevention of violence regulated et the EU level and on what global documents can you refer to when engaging in its prevention and its maintains?

Read about the Orange Feather Initiative: https://www.acdvienna.org/orange-feather-initiative/  
Watch the short video: let´s braid & orange the world[footnoteRef:4] activity with ERASMUS+ project teams, teachers and students at the Vienna BBI institute: [4:  Females4futures is a platform for collaboration dedicated to women/girls empowerment through international collaborations, while strengthening the economic stability as an essential pillar for gender equality and equity by all means, for preventing violence and supporting peaceful relational cultures. Weblink to platform: https://www.acdvienna.org/f-m-lifearts/f-air/f4f-females4futures/ The females4futures platform is related to the Austrian SDG-awarded Orange Feather initiative: https://www.acdvienna.org/orange-feather-initiative/  ] 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/N6thH-R9bcU 
Create your Orange-initiative, support prevention of further violence against women and girls and all forms of violence
[image: ]
Guide: 
search together with your classmates & teacher for a proverb or create your video or mp4 message for the campaign, what is important for you, share your experiences with verbal violence & other forms of violence and on how to prevent, but also how to protect blind & visually impaired from various forms of violence. 
[image: Ein Bild, das Kleidung, Person, draußen, Gebäude enthält.  Automatisch generierte Beschreibung]




Image: Vienna BBI students at KunstHausWien museum with 
„Peace poster“ in support of the UN Women initiative 16 Days of activism 4 ending violence against women and girls and all forms of violence














Let´s Braid & Orange the World
Extended activities within the Orange Feather Initiative for capacity building:
Creative workshops & Talk Sessions
Engage in Females4Futures Platform, read more about, watch the short video with impressions from the workshop with ERASMUS+ project teams hosted in Vienna at the Bundesblindeninstitut BBI during the project team meeting in December 2023: “Let´s braid:” and with BBI students:
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/N6thH-R9bcU 
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“Females4Futures: let´s braid & orangetheworld“ 
we are tiding commitments towards ending violence against women. 
https://www.acdvienna.org/f-m-lifearts/f-air/f4f-females4futures/ 
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CD2030… #Orangetheworld
• Greening Communicational_relational cultures



NO to violence against women and girls, 
NO to all forms of violence
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Diversitätssensibel denken & agieren 
gegen Vorurteile 
#orangetheworld



• Visually imapired student reports the case: Playing Violine 
discrimination by teacher, no opportunity for the talented blind 
student to engage in playing for the concert at school, (…)



#disability, judgement & prejudice



Solutions proposed: 



addressing the issue by the responsible person;



reporting to the relevant instance
Making inclusive agreement with equal rights & regulations at school



• All people same rights!
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Info weblink UN Woman campaign 16 Days against violence: 
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-
women/unite/16-days-of-activism



Orange Feder initiative weblink info: https://www.acdvienna.org/orange-feather-
initiative/stille-post-25-11-x-365-creative-design-4-sdgs/





https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/unite/16-days-of-activism
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School campaign for 16 days against violence, UN Women initiative 
Orange the world (25th of November -10th of December): 



Cultural Diplomacy in the practice of youth: 
practicing & promoting communicational cultures without violence: 
diversity sensitive, responsive, assertive, critical & meek (sanftmütig)



respectful treatment, kindness, honesty



Good practices: 
Sprachampel, Erzählstein as tools to practice listening and waiting to speak;



media literacy to learn detecting and recognizing froud, cyber bullying, fake news, .



Task: 
Share & exchange more good practices and experiences with your class mates, teacher, 



family ..
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