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LESSON: Cultural Diplomacy 4 Sustainable development
SUBJECTS: Cultural Diplomacy, Ethics, Social sciences, Political Science, English, Arts, …
    




Cultural Diplomacy for Sustainable development –
examples from the CD2030 … [footnoteRef:1]model-based activities [1:  CD2030…model has been developed by ACD-Agency for Cultural Diplomacy association president Tatjana Christelbauer in 2020, with the aim to provide a framework followed by evident examples from established platforms and initiatives, educational & art projects for Cultural Diplomacy for Sustainable Development in the practice of civil society and youth. Weblink to more details: https://www.acdvienna.org/cd/ ] 


Author: ©Tatjana Christelbauer MA
Introductory insights for weeks-long workshops
Subjects: cross-disciplinary activities

Content:

Brief introduction
1. What is Cultural Diplomacy and why Cultural Diplomacy matters?
1.2. Cultural Diplomacy in&4 Sustainable Development
1.3. Guide and tasks for Engagement: comparative analysis, national cultural diplomacy

2.  References


Brief Introduction
The workshop series are giving frameworks and tools for understanding and practicing Cultural Diplomacy for sustainable development within diverse contexts, with the following aims:
providing theoretical guidelines on CD as applied public diplomacy practice of civilian actors in the field of arts, culture, education, sports, tourism, …  within the ethical frame grounded in the UN Agenda 2030 and the 17 UN SDGs; Symbolic interaction, details and motives in relational cultures, CD- communication; discussing Digital diplomacy and dilemmas in Cultural Diplomacy 2030 … and identifying relevant ethical principles for CD practices in education, including AI-ethics and social media use; Uncovering the potential of the culture-climate nexus in environmental education for high school students and teachers; introducing various Cultural Diplomacy practices and forms such as through Dance Arts, Music, Water Diplomacy, Language Diplomacy, Culinary Diplomacy, Health Diplomacy; developing transversal skills by connecting social sciences, humanities, natural sciences, new media, health care, policy learning, Global Citizenship, and more; widening knowledge in intercultural education, raising awareness on healthy food made from the regional plants; Creative design, practice for sustainable nutrition considering diverse lifestyles, health conditions, culturally and traditionally related behaviors; CLIL through creative language workshops for the European Day of Languages, creative design, multilingual setting.
1.1. What is Cultural Diplomacy and why cultural diplomacy matters?
Some notes from research and practices in dialogue with students and teachers
° trust building among nations, governments, civil society, children, youth … 
° Influence through attraction, domination of opinions argued with scientific findings,
 economic growth, …
° what people like, it matters more, it will be better protected, more responsibly and respectfully treated
° the sense of belonging strengthens national pride, 
° learning about foreign nations through cultural promotion by arts, culinary, ethics connected with sustainable development may raise more sympathy, improve mutual understanding, enable collaboration vs. competition for a mutual prosperity

CD Definitions, power Relations
Modern diplomacy's origins are traced to the states of Northern Italy in the early Renaissance, 
with the first embassies being established in the thirteenth century. Milan played a leading role, especially under Francesco Sforza who established permanent embassies to the other cities states 
of Northern Italy.
While diplomats, as officially appointed by a state, an intergovernmental, or nongovernmental institution to conduct diplomacy with one or more other states or international organizations for the purpose of influencing the decisions and behavior of foreign governments and peoples through dialogue, negotiation, and other measures such as of war, mainly in favor of the state she/he is representing, but nowadays more directed toward finding agreements and solutions for a common and wider benefits, cultural diplomacy is practiced by officially appointed but also by not officially appointed actors, such as art professionals, culinary and tourist organizations, individuals, and communities, for various purposes and in various forms, within various sectors. 

What matters most in cultural diplomacy? 
The three essential components of cd related to what is promoted and for what purposes, have been identified as essential for this lesson, in which the complex and long history of CD is briefly introduced: 
1.Values (ethical frame) 
2. Practices (traditions, lifestyles, symbolical expressions): what practices are promoted  
3. Communication (formal, informal, media, diverse tools)

There are currently many definitions of CD provided by governments, scientists, and organizations, individuals, and communities. One suitable definition for this lesson has been chosen to provide some brief meaning with its essential components as following:

"Cultural Diplomacy may best be described as a course of actions, which are based on and utilize the exchange of ideas, values, traditions and other aspects of culture or identity, 
whether to strengthen relationships, enhance socio-cultural cooperation, promote national interests and beyond; Cultural diplomacy can be practiced by either the public sector, 
private sector or civil society.“[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Adapted on definition and explanations introduced by the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy ICD Berlin: https://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/index.php?en_culturaldiplomacy  ] 

CD: Performance of powers 
Two broad approaches to conducting regional and international relations can be distinguished: that of 'hard power' and 'soft power'. The political scientist Prof. Joseph S. Nye has made the renowned distinction between the two, describing 'soft power' as:
"The ability to persuade through culture, values and ideas, as opposed to 'hard power', which conquers or coerces through military might".
Engage in further research on soft, hard, and smart power:
Listen/watch the YouTube video lesson about Cultural Diplomacy & Soft Power - 2009) by Joseph S. Nye (Distinguished Service Professor, Harvard University) for  The International Symposium on Cultural Diplomacy Berlin 2009: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOsUilwRstQ
Engage, extend: in reflective analysis about soft power from your experience, make further research and find examples from media and history. Think about your approach, what form of “power” would be most suitable for your engagement and personal interests and ability. Learn from examples and cases, for your engagement, to optimize the effects and to prevent undesired outcomes. 

Documents for further reading: 
European Parliament’s evolving Soft Power: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2019)642212 
Nye-InformationRevolution.pdf: https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/11738398/Nye-InformationRevolution.pdf

Forms of and mediums of the formal (governmental, institutional –official) CD & informal CD (individuals, non-governmental sector):
arts, diplomatic meetings & media, manufactures, architecture, sports, culinary, tourism, health,
media through propaganda (including negative examples, such as those of hate speech, conspiracy theories, ... ).
With a symbolic interaction (Mead, G. H. 1934)[footnoteRef:3] approach to the practice of cultural diplomacy, meaning is provided and formed through social interactions, by which individuals interpret and respond to symbols based on understandings within a particular social context. These symbols can include words, gestures, signs, and other forms of communication.  [3:  Source: Mead, G. H. (1934). Mind, Self, and Society. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.] 


1.2. 
Cultural Diplomacy in & 4 Sustainable Development is an approach to cultural diplomacy practices within the context and frame of the UN Sustainable Development Agenda 2030, for the purpose of awareness raising about the necessity for engaging in sustainable development as a matter of all people globally, of each one and of manyones together, for maintaining the current challenges and preventing further damages toward human world, species and the planet, while promoting science-evidence based informations, creating opportunities for engagement by educational projects and partnerships at the regional, national and global scale, for the mutual prosperity, for now & then …

5Ps of SDGs: partnerships4 peace & prosperity of people & planet 
Cultural Diplomacy can play a significant role in supporting sustainable development by promoting global citizenship, encouraging cross-cultural collaboration, and fostering inclusive and sustainable solutions to global challenges such as water management and environmental conservation. Youth and civil society organizations (CSOs) are pivotal in this process, leveraging cultural diplomacy to drive positive change and sustainable practices.

How Cultural Diplomacy Can Support Sustainable Development
°Building Awareness and Understanding: Cultural diplomacy initiatives can raise awareness about the importance of sustainable development and the need for responsible resource management. By sharing stories, practices, and innovations from different cultures, young people and CSOs can highlight diverse approaches to sustainability.
°Encouraging Cross-Cultural Collaboration: Collaboration across cultures can lead to the development of innovative solutions to environmental challenges. Youth exchanges, international projects, and cultural events can bring together diverse perspectives and expertise to address issues such as water scarcity and pollution.
°Promoting Global Citizenship: Cultural diplomacy fosters a sense of global citizenship, encouraging individuals to think beyond their immediate environment and consider the impact of their actions on the global community. This mindset is crucial for promoting responsible consumption and environmental stewardship.
°Strengthening Partnerships: Cultural diplomacy can strengthen partnerships between communities, organizations, and governments, facilitating the sharing of resources, knowledge, and best practices. These partnerships are essential for achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

On the slides below, you can find some guiding insights to the practice of CD, related to ethics and critical awareness about contents promoted in daily life and media. 
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1.3. Guide and tasks for Engagement: comparative analysis, national cultural diplomacy 

Engage: watch presentations of several countries, compare, discuss about what was mainly presented and in what form, search for further presentations of countries and summarize your findings by using key terms related to “What” is presented, “how” is the presentation composed, by what elements, such as sound, picture, … How is the “attraction” provided and “for what” purpose, add your impression about the particular country. Create with your colleagues presentation of your national country or homeplace, local community, school …

Cultural Diplomacy from Austria:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDa5RhGRD90&t=8s WienEnergy Trash or Treasure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ml0gXre_V-U
CD Spain, Cervantes Institute:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B749GIQ0Ulc
CD Türkiye Culture & Tourism:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oe_kmwcO1ag
CD: UN Cultures in sustainable development:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-KoeWthujg&t=4s

Examples from ERASMUS+ LeMOON project participants in the virtual CD-workshop session:

[image: ]

Extend: 
Cultural Diplomacy in the practice of the civil society and youth exercise by use of the key terms for the national symbols, traditions, history, art, culinary, nature (national tree, flower, …), color, … 
Get inspired by the example of shared key terms by students participating in the virtual workshop.

Colors “you never knew existed” introduced by the national agency from
Lithuania LithuaniaTravel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnj8fpNQJgk

A sound postcard from Vienna: music message created by blind student from Vienna with LEGO_Braille bricks “Wien Vienna“postcard:

[image: My colour orange.m4a] [image: Ein Bild, das Klebezettel, Rechteck enthält.  Automatisch generierte Beschreibung]






Extend: create your color-stories in your national language, get inspired by shared examples, make an impact in your community while engaging in cultural diplomacy activities for sustainable development within diverse frames, sectors, topics, using creative tools for educational and promotional purposes, for awareness raising and dissemination of good practices.


2. Cultural Diplomacy for Sustainable Development
References for further study and research
UNESCO: Incorporating education for sustainable development into world heritage education: a teacher's guide: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000190006 
Weblinks: Cultural Diplomacy:
CD in EU: https://www.eesc.europa.eu/sv/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/cultural-diplomacy-vector-eu-external-relations-new-partnerships-and-role-cso 
https://www.ankasam.org/hospitality-in-turkeys-public-diplomacy/?lang=en
Environmental Diplomacy Web article: https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/JCOM-04-2022-0030/full/html 
ICD Berlin: http://www.oyed.org/content/articles/ylf/YCD_Brochure_2013_12.pdf
UNESCO CD: https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/cutting-edge-standing-out-reaching-out-cultural-diplomacy-sustainable-development
EU culture in external relations: https://www.cultureinexternalrelations.eu/downloader/download-file?file=2017/03/eunic_cultural_diplomacy_report__.pdf 
Global Youth in CD: 
https://www.ampglobalyouth.org/2016/07/10/youth-and-cultural-diplomacy/ 
ACD-Vienna: artImpact2030: arts-CD: https://www.acdvienna.org/artimpact2030-initiative/ 
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Social media, life styles, cultures in talk



What is to be aware of,
How to detect fake news, 



hate speech … 



Plattform, tool
On what platform, tool, 
information is shared, 



by whom



Source: 
official pages of governments, 



recognized international & 
national organizations such as



the UNESCO



Purpose: 
quality information (science, 



officcial news, need- disaster, help. 
..); 



promotion (arts, culture, political
propaganda, food, lifestyle, opinion



…); 



Values:
empowerment, solidarity, 



knowledge share, support, ..



Criteria to be aware of by
posting, liking, sharing, 



commenting



Each act counts, makes
impression: like, comment, 



don´t like, share, post, …



^NO hate speech, bullying, 
diversity of expressions



(languages, arts, faith-based
symbols) must be in accordance



with the UN Human Rights
Declaration, such as respect for



all human dignity



fake or officcial?
#  @ 



true or false?



with a Critical inner



Eye 🧐



detecting dangers, 
preventing damages
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Some examples CD in social & public media
social media campaigns 4 lifestyles, ecology, health… 



Task: research about, discuss, exchange your experiencesGender-based violence



Ecology, environment protection



Life styles



Science, conspiracy theories
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ICELAND
Móðurmál samtök um Rússneskt og Úkraínskt tvítyngi



Some slide photo snap
shots from presentations
created and presented by
students
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